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ioh . :
is always a moment of hesnation, even uncertzinty, when confronted with a region fike the Columbia Piatgiu. The first

un Europsan travelers, Lawis and Clark, remarkad an the diversity of culturas that they found there. The U.Sjprmy, during
s pacificaion campalgee of s laly sl iy, fuetd i impossibls o develep a general pefisy teword tho vasty

iferent groups that were only united in ther struggle against white encroachment.

The Central Piateau has bean @ crossroads of pre-Columbian culture for 12000 years. Thers is evidencs for a g distancs

yate network that sratzhas back 8000 years, to the tims of the first “Git and groove” rock art vaditons (Keysen)i8sa). This

petwork has diffused shyles and customs from all the Caniral Plateau's surrgunding neighbors andg makgs it hard o

a frue "Platoau Stle®. The difusion of many cultres has craled a@w art wadition in the Ceiﬁ?)ﬁ-ai Platsay.
Many of the analysis crterz suggested by Emmaimied Anab o not quite §t in th Plaleau. The evplution of st in Plateay
art follows its own baat snd must be viewed as an excaption to his universal paradigma that work so well in ollier suliures.

What foliows is a rough chronolegy basad on an associaion batween t%;a archaeological record and rock art stylegias wall ss a
dssussion of stylistic locals based in part on earlier daseriptive works with some new interpretations of iy own,

s Worka
ot all disoussion about evolution of shvie in Plateau rack art foliows 2 convenlional classification of huian, animal and
geamalric shapes. These are divided into naturaligiic, sivlizad and absiract depictions (Bomaon 1975, 1879, Keysi‘g 1982 Mollura
978; Nesbitt 1957; Welimann 1978). Thera are some exceptions. MeUlure discussed the “pajred anthropomoih” of the Central
Columbia River and used Verna Ray's ethmographic notes on the Native Amarican pecples stil living there.

 Boreson, Keyser and Wallmans bave all vritten comprenansiva accounts of Plateay rock an.  Welkmann bases allarge pant of his
opinion on Boreson’s unpublished Master's thasls and doss not make any daims about deing his ow ressaich hgle in the Plateau
- (Walimann 1679). Boreson supjests that the "Plateau Shle” originated with adull infliation rites and that the images, for the most
part, represant visions il wers seen by the initiates whils under exteme physical shess and experiencifiy haliucinations
 (Weimann from Rorsson 1847R%) Wailmana and wall as Boreson hath attest 1o the recent vinlage of Pisteau ingesed and painted

QRS

= Provious‘«n&hi@rgjw excelent viork in Giscriting and cataloging many sites that are now inundsted B reviflons, /The latest

book, by Kaysar i 1552, sidrsssas-sm " In addition,
ﬁe tregtment he has given i the socio-economic context of Plataau rock artis vague and non-conciusive.
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ﬁiﬁlﬁoioﬂiﬁ&i Considerations T

The chronclogical anaiysie i3 based, in part, on pravious work by Moshit and Keyser, Both gave 2 relative chipnology and
Keyser attempis un absoiute one. His lists of images are too rasivictive to s of much uss o the student of Plategu rock art |
uses Hisyuen's [anmmdrk 20 uso aaseeiations of my own ts add i its sespe. Tho justification of oo tomporal ageaciatione fe
igased upon Anat's work with Archetypes and Paradigms with some qualifiers that are discussed below. 1t should Ae noted that
time ang financial bamisrs prevented an in-person analysis of the rock art sites. The evidence | have listed 18 jased on the
deseripive and recarding affars by many ofhers. Often, differant depictions ar given of the sama rack 21 site E % iraits ofian
Gxaggerated or even missing. But a rough chronology e worieble using siyle and archasologieal Cf:s'?si-éa?ati% hs. Further,
certain animal extinctions and ardvais give gond tiues ag i whan certain stylas arase. i

Analysis Criteria i

 The subjgot matier of rock art changas, in some respects, over time. Difterent game animals are represaniad iét the rook ant
 teooed and these oan be assoniated with datable archeeciogics! deposits. Associaional scenes or a lack tharedf in a known
tontext, hat is, in conjunction with other crimria. may indicate 4 reistive tempora! position. Stylistic rends may co tagpond with
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artfact style tends from archaeological deposits. This szems espacially trus for fater stdes, notably aftar 175
Lower Columbia River. Technical pattams cannot tell us much at this staga sincs they have not bean adeaustsl
My own work with patragiyph replication has shed some light on (ool usage and the craation of imagss. Localas

the Caniral Piataau are hemogenaus and cannot ba usad as a criterian for analysis, :
Socio-Economic Considerations

Along with slylistic considsrafions, socio-acanomic criteria have heen used as well. The tadiional oecupal
assigned to the Cenlral Plaisau comespond to ecological adaptations and shifte in malads! eulture and sconomy.
fiuctuations have ahsred spatial distribulion of peoplas since the onsat of the Holocena. Thess fluctuations havs
refiably and ars refiscted in rock art eomposiions] patterns. Tha leek or inclusion of cortain style slements
universal patiems propossd in Anab's postuiates. Certain variations ocour and thess will alzo be addressad.
eAteria of Anati's Paradigms and Archetypas do not always fit well with Platesu raditions. During certain cccupalt
peoples with an apparent archaie hurtsr strategy oftan are associsted with rock art thet is deeeripive and aﬂaaé;zat. Fori
most part, thematic criteniz showad the expectad results postulated by Professor Anati.  However, in the Plitenueo
associntional problsms bl need to be worked cut before ws can establish 2 riiable chronclogy. The (ﬂ'é:;sﬁﬁfﬁg

associated style convenions given here chaudd be considsrsd profminary. _|§

i
Background _ EE
The Central Columbia Plabeau is 2 fiood basalt formation ‘ocated in the Pacific Northwest of the United States. 1 borders

canfined within the State of Washington and are surounded by peripharal parts of the Plateau in idaho, Oregen [ind s
non-coastal porions of British Columbia, Canaga. The Centra! Platean Is a cuitural rather than geographic fnit. Temy
modified by the word plafaaw mean the cultural unit of the Central Colombian Plateau unless otharwise noted, |

Topography |
The Piateau is sunounded by thres mountain systems: The Daseads Range in te Wast; the Blus Mountains in e
and the foothills of the Rockies in the North and East  The Columbia Fiver and its two southem hibutariag i
Tha Yakima and Snake Rivars fead into this largs drainage basin fhat sveniually empties intn tha Pacific Ocazn,

Striking geslogic features dominate the fopograshy .
surrounding channeled scablands. The bare basalt faces of the soablantls 2r0 the rasult of 2 sedas =8 samesr
scoured the region sround 14000 BP. 'The "Miasoula Flood", as this svent is often calied, crasied many of e n
that figurs prominently in lusal aboriginad mythelegias such as the Coulses and Palouss Falls.

Though underlying geclogical formations are of differant origine, the Plamsu and Graat Basin regions share 2 con ]
and proximity. Thus the Plaleau is a semi-arid place. Outsids the scablands, one can ses shifling dunes andilons junipar
rees. Most regions are charatterizad by stabilised dune formations and grasslands braken by cecasional z‘ig@’%&r*aﬂ Zonas
Everywhers loom the giant basalt fomations laid down some thirty million years ago. ,

Flora and Fauna ) _
The Platenu supporis & variety and abundance of plant and animal life. Native piant spaciss neluds the prickly ;‘%E,r {Opuntia
fragilis), two varisties of sags brush (Atemesia ridentata and Artsmesia rigida) and bunch grass (Oryzopsis tymencides),
Europesn famers and pastocaiste brought the ubiuitous chaat grass (Bromus tectorum), a real nuisancs to arthassingists,

aring the ninsieenth cantury. 5

Larger mammals have besn threatensd by agriculiural and incusirial deveiopment aver the past cenbary. Spocids that have
disappeared include the bisen, timbenvoll, pronghomed antelope. black bear and river oHare, Elk {Qervus elpy toyote
{Canis latrang), badgyr (Taxides Livs), ared bubeat {Lyrer nsfus) are some of the arger mammals {Chatiors *a%f:”l:?}}. Other
animals include the praine flean (Rfco mexicanus), Breat Basin pocket mouse (Perognathus parvis), Norgsm Pacific
ratiesnake (Crofaius viridis) and blackeiadad haras {Lepus cafiomizus),
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Most of thaso animals compnood the moin subsisionse basa of tha pro-Uslomblan aboriginal pepulations. 'ihan
important than these trrestrial spacise wars the abundant fvering sourees of anadromous ssimonics. Sevdlsl
animals are representied in e local panthean of mytiic figures. Strangely, the saimon is nol presceibed with an
slonfficance. Rather, fike fire, the salmon was ofien bestowsd s a gift, usually by Covo, to the Plateay



g and processing of salmon had to be performed with some ceremony, however, 8o, unlike the other pritary animals,
had no religious significance in of itself, 1t was ussd a3 a 100! of contro! Dy supemaiural belngs on the logd! popuiations
on saimon.

y ullization patiems are well represeniad in the archagolegical record. From this we can be faily certairibf soms rock
gies. Forinstance, both bison (Bison bizon) and pronghomed antelops {Antlocapra amercana) went extinet at

8 before whils centact (Bense 1972). We ean tace the utiization ef thess mammais by lseal popud | &nd can
appearance and decline of comasponding rock art motifs. This has already been done in the Great Blsin and only
as tha archasalogical record bean adsquate to atsmpt tis in the Plataa.

cal Considerations ;
ry cultural division in the Central Platasy is language. On the axtreme north periphary is the Salistan language
patially, the southem Saheptian group dominates. The Sahaptians show more of the Great Plains andgl Great Bagin
 while the Sallshans seemed o show an affinity with infiuence from aroups 1o the North. Several uﬂmrs have
e prim pasition of the guswdian spidh in Plasay religious systems {Keysar 1882, Ray 1839, Welimizn 1979), In
8 aihnic diversity of the Plateau, e Jiferent cuitural oroups sharad the same basic cultural ;;remi;% of religion,
political siriciurs. The davadopment of rade eary in tha history of the Platasy probably led to thg diversity of
j cultre and art styles found in the Piaissu 1oday, Zii

and ideological structure of Plateau socisty camies faits of the surounding Graat Basin, Northwest Cajéi and Great
fadiions. The targer ribas of the Platsau inciuds the Spokans, Walla Wallz. Nex Parca, Wanapum, "%Eﬂs (carrect
, Palouse refars to 3 topographic featre discussed cavlier), Wanapum, Umatilla, Wenatohee and Da;.«usej Neighboring
al fibes include the Yakima, Wishram, Wasco and Tenino. These tribes, tiough influentiz) on Cenp i Plateau an
 have peculiarities of thalr own that | must exsiids for the saka of bravity. The Yakima Polychroms ftyle and the
Oregon rectlinear are part of the Columbla Plateau a8 2 whole bit are different fam the styles that 2 expresssd
the rivers that border this cuttural region of the Platesy.
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uss and Locales of Rock An f
mented rock art of the Plateau s, with rars exception, limtied to rivarine localss. Mest imRges ara éiiﬁjﬁ"ﬁ%i an verficel
intha South and on vertical basalt or opporunistic granitic faces in the North. Fictographs terd to be boated north
Mid-paint of Washington Stats while petrogiynhs tend to be south, Both pictographs and petraglyphs cocus i all pants of
nd a "blending” of those technioues oceus in the mid-point zone. The vertical faces of the rock art <t % ars usually
hard to access areas. The images at imes are nearly impossible to access without some risk of injury, iTha location
15 fites auggnata thay word net moant for gonaral viowing. Mony of Yame Rey'a aubjots during his 1030 Sihnographia
Expressed trepidation or superstition of the sitas. Suggesting they had a mythical quality abaut them,

by

i Sualy ase red and yeliow is the next most frequent calor (Cain 1950). Black and white pignents Ure relatively

Nasbitt ang Keyser's study suggasted that pictogranha tand to ba of racent vintage whan comparsd to net lyphs. This

mlas:ga Anatfs analysis criteria. This supports my contention that the unueual natre of the Plateai néiads 1o have
consideration, ' ?

RS are either packed or abraded with 2 majority of tha sitas showing 2n abrasive technique. The ferric gintent of the
Makas the working surface quite hand. Even tough few engravings i the Pladeau are deep, in fact most ikt break the
e surfacs is hard encugh to dastroy even other basait pecking lols in a faw strokes, Basal abradars dhrk fast ang

U8 it not very taxing physically. My awn repiicative experiments (Hare 1992) have demonstrated thatline ahvasive

must have been the logical chaica for ingising. . i

Ieemawel

the images are rough in detail and only portray the minimum of idsniffication information, This aug;-:zri% ihe popular
58 that imagse on the Platasy am part of a ritual or carmmony, Identification of the object was the pépuse. The
0N it that the torm rock art iz achuofly 3 misnamor cinos tho intontion of tho aris? wog not agathots in tho Baat. Tome
106k art ara valid, 1tis & construchaal tamm, Archagologists ofien develop labels for things that probably hail litie to do
te act o funetion of the item (Hassan 1863). Sinee functional values of mek art can only be guessed viguely, fom
#1908 such as rock art wiil have to suffies for now. In both piciographs and pstroglyphs, imgages ara eant

ventionalized
M consierations ara given 1o realistic compasition or perspective. Both Gaometnc and Sihoyets (magies ars wel




repragenied and ocour often together in associalive scanes. There is 110 gsomelnc zons and silhouette zon as
om»sz' ek art raditions like the Australian Abengina! tradition {(Layion, Man [N.S] 20., 434-453).

General Characleristics of Reek Ari of the Central Plateau
Hivstration Cradia: Manar dravviv trom @ siuleh By Heyser 1002: middle aravnng from 8 sheich by Cain 1850 lower traeing from 3 sieteh by Lasbﬂ_'

Date and Climatic Socle-sconomis Stylistic and
Cuttural Faclors Faciors Associative
Elhawas Palese s
Phase i The end of Pietaivsne Afshaca Muniars and lcragers. Simple shetrea mages,
12000-8000 mﬁmmmm Emal ang Mgnly mobly Sanis. Only twa xnown 90 lar,
np 0 sl warmineg iren, Popbting 10s with spreed One i & piogeagh amd
- Climato is maist with a0 dendiy # spams. Broups other it inceext. Mo
BMsSBiUNes sompuial ars wilzing & brows rangs of agoutel or Uescaiptive
COY RN nuw, SHEGHS BRG 100 e dovoteg 10 SCRNEE QLA BNE R0
Dol mﬂ'@. 505 ohe 819
uicied.
Phase i: Chmetn warms Aechait Wunters anc iagses. ho assocusonsd
8300-7000 Gpematically. The el ot Popiistions resiieded 4 mvenng scenes, Aesanla
o.p the ety mild Holooema, hatiiit. Spsties nignsign e Praisal ot vl
R Cilnis voormer &0 dngr lesg than in Phase |, Shetl fish expresngd, Along e
e taday, Condituns from HosTRe o vetne Lower Consmie, ihe
et My smpreseed B0UTCER GRS tha eTonomY. Pl e prow g
B enonmont. Caliscior wannaiegy develops Atlown.. iy drwvior
B fe e widedy uaed, Plstesy a0t nas boen
et
Phase ill: | Cimete s g Archais Honiens and Dasrmipuve g gams
7000-2500 heesees mssisr codlnzas, The frsttwo hersing yeenes,
8@ Cilinatio condititns phasnes of secentiem ooy, Manratene dopivien
230 - PasemEla deniand Thens is 2 greaty (elnce o LH G e
visoaman o 1oogy. colsniy suRegy. Feopln
e 1 O Bl rvaine
NatEeis 0 BRER b ganRS.
Fnase IV: Wikl Gussnons Exly Phaza iV we 2t mmhais
2E60-250 tiima, Goners warming humers ore solinsion, Migsls apsocimtional idsoprens
8.p i wan imesTaitesy angd Lals Phass Y posulaiions DRy, Famsstis
L2 o enmin. Ovarsd, I 10 SVONSS e I &t THHSE 28 K
limets fuseImDee cuTeE the 80 of Phese IV, seowm mylteiegos! imayes
congRions, e herme. deveing. 2SsOmENNE
' sians s anecamal
$HAGY COMMEn,
Pislogerhs vide smee
e g . | innoshem tongs.
Phasa V: iota sambans cimalic Bvobvad Mueers, Ourmg Bany Ruchan enlams 2
250.50 B.P, corelitiong, Phase Y sconony ol Dessd datadent phase,
o hunding and coflection, imzgsa ditins from
Tha imrohetion of the hgse Gt Srees. Modem
nifpcively envs the tadsions! implamenms such as
Plaisai cURUe a2 groups WS appass,
Move i the Great Plsing to Graghic aepictions
BAPATY in warkm and rasembls Groat Plaing
huremy. Heavy cuturad style. Home hunter
diihon from G Plaing $CANDT SR GOMMON.
groups, inlale Phase V, i SUENES Cmmon
GrOLEE 3G maved oD aleng he Ranin Rivey,
raervitone, Rosk At ends
and pesna formad s non
radiionsl oomeiey eoonomy.
Occupational Phases and Tampora! Dlatribution of Motie
The cocumentsd occupation of the Plaiesy extens back 11800 8P 1o the Rirghle site in Wenatches (Chatters §988). Emory
Stong, in 1953 book, lists some of the sifes at the Daliss to be 8700-8000 BP (Strong 1989). The following occupational



aSE, conventonaily named Old Cordsllian, shows te first "pit and groove” rock art style. For the purposes o this paper, this
f be the first ooouzational phase, Keyser doss discuss in s 1982 hook 9t in south central Oregon 2r at one site in
pington, oné incized and pletogrenhic image wes located. The pigment of the Washington site haz been ditad somewhers
7000 BF {Keyser 1992). However, wheve they & locatsd now ha does not spacify nor does he pilish an imags.
comespondancs Wil hopehuly provids us with 3 look at the eariiest dosumanted adisons.

pifsrent schamata and constructs have been used  dlassify cuitsal svolution in the Plateau. Mogt chronclogs ars primarily
peamed with lific assembiages and are wo restrictive. The standard oftan used is Schalk's Southem Plghtly Phases and
galnv's chronotogies are used as wall. Schalk's assemblags analysis does recognize that dependencs on 1‘ ins resources
pereased over time (Schalk 1881). However, his inclusion of only thrse phases brings logether too many efiporally diverse
fgs. | have inchuvsd five. Thase five phasss comespond roughly to cocupational phases assigned 10 the Piateau (Keyser
&92), bun aleo inclucie Chatter's climatic phases. Chatier's wrote a detalies climate history of the Plateau but Bls eight climatic
geriods became (oo uwisldy as marked siyle evolution is not that frequant, '

Phass | 12000-5000 BF
Post glocinl papulations that invaded the Plateau utfiizsd 3 forager etrategy, (e, they huntsd and gathersd But left no race
siorsge {acilifies that chasacierize later cofieior adaptive strategias. Esrly Phase 1 lsft no eviderce of ;.--«.-:-if art, Earty ol
iis were devoied o big game hunting, The Phase | econemly is Archale Hunter/Gatherer, Later Phase | amhaological record
expresses smail highly mebils bards with a too! kit devated to foed procassing-gsms and shelifish preparation{{Chatiers 1959,
Keyser 1982). The climats is mild, The population is sparss and widely dispersad. Only poorly expressed exarfinies of rack an
am evidencad, Simpla ebsiract inages during the extreme late Phase | have been located so far. No anecdofdl or descriptive
seanes ocour and no assusiations arp depicted (Keveer 1882),

il 8000-7000 B8R :
The end of Phase | also marked the end of the mild early Holocere. Papulations became restricied to rivaringlhabitats as the
awironment drisd out.  Utifizad spacies alses decreased in varisty, Populations put increasing pressure on refaining utilized
msources. Shigl fish dominats the sounomy (Chatiers 1948), Secio-sconomic contaxt does not change from Pitlse |, There is
modest and infrequent shift from the forager stratsgy 1o collsclor strategy. Callactor technalogy was knowr but not widely
used. Keyser indicates the ‘plt and groove style” was belng exprasasd dusing tiis plesss. Koyssr las Jalelflls styls uting
Gmparisors to simitar art found In ofier Western States (Keyssr 1992). Relatively, we know that usually l is the case.
Howavar, the 3000 yaar pericd betwaen tha pit and groove and later Phase i hunting scenas is not well explaingdd. In addition,
and groovs styles ara primarily resticeed to the Lower Columbia and cannet really be associatad 10 the Plafiaau styles with
any certzinty. |

1. 1 Ovina descripive scone. Dose tls iow anecdoial archak humtsrs? Note stile similarilies fo Rnown arehaic i
881y (zwe . 2). From Nesbift 1588,

The inciusion of dubicus examples liks the pit and groove motis must ba aliowed, howaver, since there are no o
anaiyza, They in themseives are an enigma. Thera doas not seam 1o ba 2 real converdion as in later styles. [[The
USuslly deepty incisad inages Jat completaly cover e axpasad surlace of the roek. These are & common fegh

tast and sevara! atiempls hava bean mads 1o explain them.




Fhase il 7000-2500 BF
(ame hunting and sedentism domingis e next climatie shift. Big game resourcss seam 1o be restricted & o
cervines. Faunsl analysss of sitas frum this parod reves! & predominancs of salmonid remains, Humans are aogn e
out of ivenng habitaly and evploiting a greater vansty of smalier anima! species  Tha iark af incised oy nainted aifa
it hard to dreciselv aseasialy rock art mote with this ehass. i(evsar notes that his associations are tentaiiva (Keydh

The lack of bows in oving hunting scanes and the proximity of dated occupational remains suggest strongly 40 assot
batween ovine deseripive s6enss and Phass il Hunters ams stil archaic though a greater raliance on coliectorijood st
has developet. Along U Lower Snake River ovines appasr in associalional scenes with homed and sime b
anthropomasphs in what Nestelt has described as an "Animal Drive Composition” (Nasbit 1968).

This descriptive scene prsenis & problem, Though, obviously, variaions ocour within a single matedal cuitds, 2
compasitions shouid not occur in e art of archaic hunters. If this wese the only exampde it could bo dismissad a8
aromaly, but it i3 nob The solulien v tis dilemma poBds &0 aven grealer problem. If this deseriptive 4dans ;
reprasantational of & variation of the ovine thems, then scenss depicting ovines cannot be reliably dated tv Phasefil. How

the general iheme in ovine descriplive scenes is restricted to spear o atiatl using hunters, The lack of bowmen|) dicates
art was at least before 930 AD, the dats that the bow was introdused in the Plgteay, Perhaps this is a regidha
Whatever ths cuinome, hass Fhase [l scanes need closer sondiny.

Phaes Y 25800-250 BP
Phase IV marks the tansition of the foraging archaic hig
ropulations to collector avolved hunterigatherer, Trade
during this pediod and matenial culture beging to rafisst ma

m from the ceastal watkys ond intorior peoplos long tho Lok Col
N River, Stangsly, the interior Central Plateau does not rajlect styis
e infusnces irom the nortmwast coast vaditons. There is an afbmaly in
% R A 2 Pasiic Northwegt--Only very infrequandty-is-thers an exchanfis of im
Pt ( G butwisarn the Norfweet cosst style and the interior traditions. 1t well

that Salish pevpiss waded heavily with interdor peoplss at pillces i
waligs and e Long Navows. It would seem then that &
saniias wara peimanly seonnmin in motivation and fitle af
fig. 2: Pnass it archaic hunter siyle ovine. From | placed on ceremony and ritual,
Nestitt 1948,

' Al gboul Meldle Plase Y, aivan) 850 AD. foual praplalons f
bow and armow. The sugremacy of the Atiatl and spear were eclipsed. Projactie points in the arhaeclogical recort
in size and mobliary art 1S represented. thaugh pocry sxprsssed, Saveral impertant styie andd motif addivons o
period as well, Mouniain sheep and monntain goste appear in simple assosiaiional scenes and are slss aepictad Lt
in gestrptve huntng motifs (Cain 1950); :

salired tha
diminished

The bison bacomes an incraasingly impentant pan of the sconomy relative to other farge mammial spacies. At abdiit 500 BP, it
goes extingt in he Plotoay ond fidos in importanco untl ite rapld retum 1 sver: greater prominance at the dawnljof Phage V.
This alluws us o canfidenty placa bison motif scenes in ona of two categories based an certain associative critdlia, Bison in
assosiation with arhsic hinters can be placed as Eady or Late Middis Phase IV. Bisen shawn in asscciation aliscenas with
svolvad hunters without horses can be placed 25 Late Phase IV

Annthny imparant ehle innrstion ie tha vady matit fued in many nfaer rock ant wadifians in Newsh Smeriea and e nars of
e world (Anati 1993). Anthropomorphic twing, the rayed arc and fantastic creatures also appear. Secio-ocodt
Plateay was atits apex. Large villages and 2 mild climate gave collector groups raiative prosparity., {

Many of the mynological animais make Mol appewance dwng WNS penod.  Yimple associatons mciul
anfhropomorghs, offen sumbunding of separating the subject from the rest of the panel. Ofer, sasily idessif
assaciations inciuce the iwin arivopamenph and & branch and the coyots is often associated with the 12
anthronomonphs (see fig. 5. I!




wd Lo n_a

ipstic reatres Wat mrecan the majority of surviving images in the Central Plateau are believed to have ther
guning Late Phase IV and Ints Early Phaga V, Fantastic creatures are ustiady not associated with othlr figures. This
that Boreson and Welimann's opinian was correct. Wellmann racounts from Eorason in his 1979 bapk Indian Rock

Art of North Arierica, that tater Platsau images resulfed from vision
qusst pubsrly fites, Modem adnerents of this religifih st practice
varigtions on e vision quast ritual. This ritual U

3 ation, fasting
and long distance nmning to nduee natiucinations (G ...{s 1582). Prior
vision on rock faces. Veme Ray In his 1939 ethnogiaphic work on
the Plateay, writes of mesting modem individuald| whom oither

aily involves
physical and mental hardships-including sleep depri
to white contact, it s believad that these inifiatas wékid paint thair
painiad the images themseives or knew of a recentliancestor wha
had.

Phass 1V represents the most active of the cuitural ghases. Eary
Phaga IV ended with the sudden sxtintion of the bisof

it Lale Phase
IV is charmaterized by the acqusition of the bow. Phasl v sifectively
Wil the amival of 12 first horse, sround te year 1750,

nen and bison assouiutons domingte Nex Pere temitory and the southeast comer of the Plateau. Thé rise of tribal

5 bafora and durng Phase V isd o siable wervitorise and sedentism. Organized wartare ingreases betwee
Plateau wibes venturs outside tradiional habitats with horses in seanth of largs game animals, mostiyibison. Great

fuence are intensiied along with an influx of white Tagars and goods. Fock art styles in the exreme soulhwest comner

Platsau begin o show the brewsd eye imaga common alery the Long Nasows and Lower Columbia, Tha akchas

dlso shows tha "She Who Waithes® motif along Lower Columbia River sites {Kayser 1882),

§Phase V, around 1850 AD, brings Piateau rock art to an o, White encroachment and colonization fofbe aboriginal

S bt rscervations. Later lamming and industrial developments dveatens many rack an sitss with highwag construction
Mundation from vam reservoirg,

’_c fuctuations and simple fragsr strategies characierize warly culturaf phases, Climats stabilization and tiade increase
Polusicn and variety of rock art sites Guwing Law Phass it and Phase V. Europesn colonfzation ghectively find

i€ Distribution of Motils end Problews of Assigning Aresl Lstegories
S within the Ceniral Plateay cuiewd unit are come in fowr
| Atnfvopomonptiz, oomerphic, Rantestic creatires and
biv, Aliust ol e disgiuy 3 comomanon of &) o Styie
. Beyond ¥ pictograch and petrophph regional

tion slready mentionad, tiere doss not sesm o be dasr out
Tgors variatons over space. Sems partoular motis otaw in
draas more than ofhers.  Without infensive frperson sits

| cannot comfortably group ek art tnages together.
enteria can give chues ang some areas can be grouped into
8tyla olases. What | have dore hese js i clzsgify Plateau
o the above mentisnad our categoriss and comment an
. s of each category within the Platsau. Unique molifs ang | f. 4 Distancied antfiropomonh in amﬂﬁﬁﬁ:,gw »

cane,
WS With mythical comeactions will ba mentioned. F'r'gwe ‘4’3 Simiiar ta the flgure 3 distsrded anth orph
angt i3 in proximity as welt. Note the iwo inverield svck
: . fgure idsngrams on either sics. From Cain 19,
Smornhs

; |
Romorphs that do not display fantagtic appandzges coms i . |
basic nanrgistc stlss stick fars slvle and what | cal distended style. Stick figures anﬁ':mpomaa‘phs[ e usually

i




depietad 1 rontal or oblique normal standing posturs, Those that are afasgd {ezr} to te in dsfzzgst;\;e f;g:;s 02;1

z'\;i f J’% are found ir myiucal asseciational scenes such 25 the _w.ﬁ brothers™ o pa.;m i ia!sé i
st ,? g; anttvopamonpns are more ety to be phalic than stick figured anthropemorphs. They are k.
Cf'fwiﬁ‘.é‘-ﬁ & 5;5 ;,m% a:'*f @m’ﬁ&z‘t@ﬁ of spread eagled. As with stick figured aﬁmmmmmh $ msts;r‘zrjgﬁﬁan? oy
i;{;f;? ;gsim in Mﬁ; ;&gmmﬂﬁis and patrogiyphis zones. The ﬁésfsgds{ilversign;aggz;z:ﬁ ::; beretaé;:
and head adornment attachad 1o the bedy like homs. These homs are st siguior s,
ag;'sifﬁd distendad anthiopomenns apaessr in nosh more ?raguafmy than if 118 ‘1’0@,’;‘1 The mﬁvﬁézgixsswf: i .
§1iC . abundance of twin antvopomorphi and amimaluman 2ssoCiabons, Thare are exce ol
T&?ﬁfﬁ@ég '*@;:é "5 irém t16 Oroville ares in northem Washington. This ilusirates the difficulty in ""'_'
n 3 £ FACEL I d

styligic phases.

R
& ;

9. §: Exampiss of Contra Biateay Antfrapemephs. Neturalets stick figuras are ususlly fram Phasa il ang Phese IV. Sy, i drstel
Fyiires s from Midde o7 Late Fhese ¥ © Phags V. Tho cars South Centval Piatsay x-ray HICRAMOIDhs are probably Yem Late Pi
IV 8nd Fhass V. Stick st sistenong figuras from Caky, 1950; xvay foure fom Loring and Loring, 1582

Ths last typs of anthronomonh is e & "2y syie which appears in e South Central Plateay and is less common

styles | oty found one ¢ite, in Franidin County, that dapictsd e X8y o Wuviasiarphs In the Plaway, {hay af
and ususlly have tvesdingead gl a nght

;
hands. One aspecially compulent example has 2 left hand with four fingars a
with thres,

Loomorpihe :
Zoomorphis images are found at every =18 In the Platsau. Identifiable arimals include the ubiquitous mountr
goat, the coyute; bison, izard, deer and el {ough it is hard to i which is which at imes). snake, bird, centipec
and ons aiephant {though s is questionable). Zeamerphs &% found fequanty in associational seenss with id

the Boraparte Crask sfie, 2 bird with anTpomuite legs but with a definite birdike body, is seen to be jomed by the tail wi
a small quadiuped lacing the opposits diecton. The quadruged was added later {Cain 1950) and may reprasal
many conrontational creation tales that sre wld in fie Platesy, ;

Many @les involve the Coyote wiich is found in most West Coast panthiesns. in the Platesy, the Coyotsis s
who can changs his shape 2t will. In tzies of craation. he sften combats monsters in the shenss of ather
dsfeated caicass as the matsial 1o crogle. The deebuction wrought by these batles often creates the urigue]
teatwres of the Plateau. The Pelouss Falls wore created by the baile betwean Coyate and the Beaver monsts

Beaver's dead carcass, Coyote created the moagem ribes. The theashing of Beavers tale is what craated the loty
hois that is Palouss Falls. .

It hat besn speculsiad in the sast that erimal images reprasant the food resourcas being used at the time. Animih
xcaption of fish, have never been the mainatay of the Plateay dist {Cair 1850). In most cecupational phasas saln
resRUIcEs, such as camas and ofher regts, maks 1p the majority of the caloriz intaka. If the rock art reflacts fo
are the planis? It is generally secspted that Platsay roek art is conventonal and ritualized in sxeeuton afl
FEprEsEITS | desin 1o acquiry something, Mest rtuis are enacted not o e sake of the ntual itsalt but s gair)
eiher psacs of mind, physical endowments. o food. 1t ie unlikaly, therelors, that & their time
making riwals for something they aiready have ared whish was never for want. Saimonid bones make up the vag majonty of
nimal remaing in most pecupatonsl levels. The hearty root plants of the Plateay are stil a8y 10 gather and canlsurvive the
harshest of droughts. The animals depicted in the rock art 2 prohably status animals in sadier phasas an% prabably &
cambination of status and vision queet animals in later Phaza IV and Phase V.




images assosiated with the Nez Perce refiect a iransition in economy Fom a taditonal Platsay sistence 10 a
s one. The Nez Perca began to amulate tha Great Plaing groups after ths intoduction of the hors The switch in
g was 4u8 10 3 quast for status by young Neg Perca malss, not beoauss of hardship on e Platsay.

The risa of ovine images in Phasa Il and into Phase IV has mone o do
with the qualties of the animal rather than a dependancelbn the meat of
e amimal. We can nots in the recond & rise in the miniBum number &f
oving mages found during Phase Il and Phase iV but thesp remains were
& smali fraction of tha total number of individuals recovered

There are very few variations In the styla conventions of Bnimal imagas.

Eardier Phass Il images are executad in a simple naturdlistic style and
animals are usually depicted in profile and shown in atfituets facing sither
horizantai direction but aimest never facing in a vertical o § Later stylized

 mouthed and circle taminated quadrupeds are depicted with open mouths (see fig. 61 The largey
The highy stykred naturs of fisss mammals show, in at lsast one case, antiropomomhle appendages

movessnis iater phesss in Platsey rock sy, | TeSembling hands at the ends of the isgs. Other siyle coryentions along
' the Snaka River, in the southaast comsr of the Plateay, Bhow 2 uniqus

: crowiar design that tsnminates the legs of bison, Thesd bison are in
on with Phase V evolved fumters. The circutar appendage also temminstes the limbs of s0ms anthroponjorehic images

arsa. This may be jusiffication in the futire o designate a stylistic iocale for this ragion.

wntipede and other srifvopomonhs 2re usualy found in the southem regions of the Ceniral Plateau Hnd suggest a
cion o cantipede ehepes along the Lang Namows and Lower Columbia. There is 2 creation miyth assodiated with the
hurther south in e South west  This contipede in associated with the twin anthropomonhs in}

At Whiskey Dick Canyon near the Vanage area, the centipede is anthropomorphizad and sho
antropomornphs,

g
)

dasigns, or ideograms, may give s our only clivs, Drawing fom Cain 1950,

?-'-mea- Lroaiuras of the Platsay. Wave they mads during the halucingtions associatsa with the vision quest? The a.Tl

ngular *slaphant” raparied by Cain in 1950 is hard to decipher. Examination of his sketch suggests a vaguy elephanting
Qbut his mssertion that this represents a Paleclithic figurs is unwaranted. Mastedons went sxtinet here 8 (8 years ago
¥ almcsy imposaible to think that this pictograph would have survived expasurs, The surrounding panel is redatively of the
Shranology and thess figures are from Esrly to Mid Phase IV, probably even later, During the 1870's, or Migile Phase V,

9 Creus was fraveling through the area that had an elephant. 1f this image is an eleghant. perhaps fe anist was
% by tha circus (Keysar 1852),

e Craatures and Geometric Shapss "
Wkt crmanges Make 1D 4 \roe pan of the suviving Flaiau am The racent vintage for thess images #

: ; ‘ ! 7 & \ldh i i G *~
: b fton: Boragon assodats thase reatures with vislon quas: caremories and pu:
m&ﬂmﬁ%ﬁsﬁgﬁ&ggmﬁ%ﬁmgﬁﬁh% Y (Bereson 1978a; Welimann 1978). Though geometic sig




motit may fend the only dues o the nawre of the visien quest images. The geometric images are fo

reprasentad by rock et and Kevaer aots that they repressnt some of the sarfiset examples via he “pit

depicted alone o in association with anihropamorphic and scomorphic images, thair assasiation with the f%asﬁc
(Kayser 1602,

Each Imags is unique and vary few stylistic conventions o {
them, Many are associated with the rayed arc motf Which has
SUgGestsd 10 be baskeiry ideograms, There are some or
inreprataton. Tha rayad arc is sssociated with oo many '
hive such a restricted meaning. The distendsd anthroodh
cayotes in figure 3 suggests & more supematural inteniic
it is frue hat for some Plateau cuttures, such s the Wi
was 2 reveared and highly conventional art form gs well &
utiiity, In csrtain restricted contexis perhaps the rayed ag

Weogram. But the prevalence of the raved arc throug i the

, suggests it had 2 mora general, powerful meaning. Manl of the
&G 2 AL : : ]
f&iﬂ& g,“i“”; — ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁgﬁ% These powartul twin antvopomorphe are associated with the ! are.

2s2001alions & efew alens. No e hes come 1 Yayima ”We s_t;da, s a%d arc is Wﬁsm i
Wilh & poisiauiory onplinatios for wiar oy reaty | T NRAT Aswwisted signe. While ite inue mearing ic b A
it had & difisrent contaxt in many different arsas and EprESNts M
hke "power” or, a8 Emmanus! Ansd has speculated, “energy’ (Anatf 1993). Fer the most part, the fantastiy
anthropamorphized and ars ssmetimas sndowed with phallusas and very rarely endowed with viivas. Some ¢
¥V 18 Lowar Columbia brow ridon vl whinh riates them as | ate Phaea IV thy igh Phage V.

Moanings are harder o asedba than with e 2ocmershs sincs e visione they reprasent are highly personal andiusual
only to the artist. Assnciated signs and geometiz shapes may help delerming the naturs of the vision byt thea
guesses at best. The imasss are ubiquitons but each typs of sign hag areas that it dominates, The Vaniags,
ard Snaka River ragions have the greamest variety of geometric shapes.

Perhaps the most intriguing ceometric shaps is the connected circle, or "barbel” (my apologies for the etinoceniiic tsm), .
sign is found only at specif sites. Thase we 1 Snake River "Bufialo Eddy” sita, the McLaughiin's Canyon site & the :
piclograph zons, and scattsred among several sites in the Variage-Beverty region on the Middia Columbia. QGinly at Buffale
Eddy are e aseosialed fantastic creaturas, bi-homed arthrepamnorphs, actually holding the *barbsil®, Nesbi *.‘:I: clagsifisd
e ansropomorph hoiding the “barbe!® as telunging to the sarfier natralistic style. In the Vaniage areg, the sign is

associated but usually pant of 2 larger matit, In the nonhem pictographs zone, the sign fs once apain assyciated with a
fantastic ersatre, again 2 bl-homed andwopomenph, but the creaturs is not holding the “harhel”. The eonnecdied tircles arg

surrmaunted above the creanwe's head bensath the raved arc moti, Newt 10 the homed anihropomorptt is ar y ther fantastic

)

Creairs, a bird-man, also under a rayed arc. Thase figués ae not connected but are in atitudes of associaid

. The early
vintage of the "varbel” sign relative to later datsils §gns, sugh s the twin anthropomonph, suggest the "ba l may have
been more of 2 symbol tan a sign. Physically connected creatures are a commen motif and the “barbell” may represent an

abstraction of tha concapt of assosiation or sonnactednass. The pramisa of the bein anthropomarph legend islhiso based in
anaNARA’ Ar annactadness” This holisic theme can give one explanation for the “harisl” though hard ovidonad ia lnoking.

Other common signs inchude the rayed circls, rayed wheel, partally raysd or asymmetrically rayed circle, the rdke or “comb’,
dot and diamond, Thess are destriptive temms, of course, and do not refisct the ru intenton of the arists. {Dne common
denominator of these ideagrams is the ray. Almost ail of the described images have g radiating quality aboutlthem. Even
some of the vulvar signs, ke those found in Frankin County, have rays projecting from the core imaga, ri‘;apz this is
associated wiih the hallusinations thet come with the vision quests. Phasphenes, the images created during pbsical or drug
induced siress, hava often been discussed as one originator of these ideograms.

Gonglusions

Rock art represents e ﬁ@gugﬁif:; of tha peopl
world f;;uﬁr;sek fhat the arfists heid, In many

@ wh creaied the images. These iages offe a urique apporuriy 1o stucy he
regions of e work, fock art meanings can be deciphared using fonstry
wikd Vi 2



pasent e Gasic syntax of the human mind, The rock art of *zhal Plateay follows an abstract schema that lkannnt he aasily
ipnered Using current theeries of universal archetypes and paradigms. Many, often guestionable, interprataions have been
fred 0 explain the meaning behind the rock ant waditions of the Plateau. What is known is that Platsau rock art is

foral in its exsoution and ritsl in it motivation. The sraators wanted 10 posses something that couid -e:lz'-o be explained.
gy creatad the art o empathize with animals and supsmatural forces to sither capiure the animal or pojses its inherent

¥

sparanng. in Hie northem pictogmphic zons. am fatr in vintage then the pevoglyphs found in the coutibm povaglyphio
Descrintion svanes also appear in the art of archait hunters and 18ad 10 confusion in the dating of ¢ ] ain sites, The
distibtiion can be divided into five phases which represent climatic adaptations on the pant df the aboriginal
dublients. Tempora! mofiz can be matshed ta the archasological record to give clues about the amival of ceviin images and
geiations. The amival of the bow and arow in late Phasa IV and the horse in Eary Phase V give dfing
s 10 many of the latar imzpes of the Plateay. Spatlal distribution can ondy be vagusly guesssd at sings sliie conventions
latively homogenizad in tha Plateay, Etnographic considerations help to decipher some zoemorphic i
s of myth can be associatad & apacific images, i

s destruction of many of the Plaisau's sies during the first half of this century and the continuing vandaj
waond half is the juetifieation tor cominuing research in this understudied but fascinating region. A comple glar
altiog has yet to be completell. The work of cataloging should follow the provedurss auiined in the Centro Ghmuno di Studi
storici's report to UNESCO in 1883, Al this ime, work in the Platea procoeds sporadically and interested|parties are not
wordinated. Ones regiona! siudies have become mors developed, it is hoped that universal patterns within Glateau rock art
ybe detectsdd. Unti then v a2 teft with many questions and few answars.

s paper was funded in part by the Deparmant of Anthropoiogy, Washington State University, Puliman -;;'-. hington. The
Msentztion slides were provided by Hisiorical Photographs Collections, Washington State University Librarigs. A personal
taniss to Protesser Emmenusl Anatl of the Centro Carauno i Studi Preistarici for his support and guidance durihg the summer
#1988, | am elgo bdebted to Dr. John Bodsiy, Chair of Anthropology, and Profssor Felai Hassan, both at Weshington State
&'wemrty for reading the fngl draft, ghving sugigestions and encouragement. Lastly | thank Dr. H. Jones Jr., wh gave me the

%6 o explore B past of Wachington Stats.
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